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William Lazos
“In order to make the ordinary come alive, one must have an eye for the fantastic, for the miraculous . William Lazos breathes life into ordinary objects using bright colors and a keen, playful eye. The first time I saw a painting of his I was immediately struck by the juxtaposition of a colorful center surrounded by a more subdued brown frame [of the television set].” 

 -ANDREI GURUIANU in Poets and Artists (2010) 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 “William’s dedication to nurturing and honoring his personal stylistic identity, has manifested itself as an honest and revealing record of the artist’s life, memories and friends. His distinctive human subject matter includes a variety of portraiture of people of all ages caught up in fleeting moments of reflection, awe and delight. These mesmerizing portraits render their subjects under such penetrating and untarnished realism that viewers cannot help but feel privy to glimpse into their innermost spirits.” 

 From Arabella Design Magazine 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 “William Lazos has, over the years developed a steady and dynamic body of work that is immersed in the culture of our times and that involves a process of painting that, while it looks deceptively simple, is fact intricate and multi-layered. 

 Lazos has a flair for capturing scenarios we can all identify with. While these works are comparable to photography, the way Lazos works with the surfaces of his subjects builds a unity into each work brings them to another level. He binds it all together with light.” 

 -From ‘William Lazos: Transforming the Everyday with Light’ by John K. Grande
BORN: 1964, Cairo, Egypt. 

 EDUCATION 

 1983 O.S.S.D. - George Vanier Collegiate Institute, Toronto. 

 1984-1988 A.O.C.A. - Ontario College of Art, Toronto. 

 AWARDS 

 1987 Stanley Furnival Tuition Scholarship, Ontario College of Art. 

 1992 1st Place Portraiture, National Fine Art Competition. 

 1997 People's Choice Award, Juried Exhibition, Art Gallery of Peel. 

 GROUP EXHIBITIONS 

 2010- “Winter Show”, Plus One Gallery, London, England. 

 2009-2010- “Holiday Group Show”, Engine Gallery, Toronto. 

 2009- Gallery Hittite, Toronto. 

 2009- “Italy: The Artist’s Muse”, Royal Conservatory of Art, Hamilton

 2009 Toronto International Art Fair, Toronto. 

 2008 "Sex On The Beach And Other Earthly Delights" Gallery Moos, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 2007- Joseph D. Carrier Art Gallery, Reception Wall, Columbus Centre, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 2006- “Holiday Glow”, Engine Gallery, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 2003-2004 Group Exhibition, Plus One Gallery, London. 

 2004- “Group Exhibition”, Gallery Moos, Toronto. 

 2004- “New Realism II”, Robert Kidd Gallery, Birmingham, Michigan, USA. 

 2003- “Group Exhibition”, Gallery Moos, Toronto. 

 2002-2003- “From Fine Art to Kitsch: A Celebration of CNE Art Since 1879”, Market Gallery, South St. Lawrence Market, Toronto. 

 2002- “Wildlife: Art Rental and Sales Gallery”, Art Callery of Ontario. 

 2002- “International Art Convention Airbrush Show”, Milan, Italy. 

 1999- “Annual Holiday Special: Art Rental and Sales Gallery”, Art Gallery of Ontario. 

 1997- “Group Exhibition”, Bruce R. Lewin Gallery, New York, USA. 

 1997- “High Resolution Hyper-Realism”, Low Art Gallery, Toronto. 

 1997- “Here's Looking At Me, Kid, Artists Look At Themselves", Art Gallery of North York, Toronto. 

 1996 Group Exhibition, Bruce R. Lewin Gallery, New York, USA. 

 1994- 1989- “Group Exhibition”, Gallery Moos, Toronto. 

 1989- “3rd Annual International Exhibition of Miniature Art”, Del Bello Gallery, Toronto. 

 1988- “Protorealism I”, Gallery Moos, Toronto. 

 1987- “An Exploration of Painting at the Ontario College of Art”, Toronto. 

 1984-1986- “Toronto Outdoor Art Exhibition”, Nathan Philips Square, Toronto. 

 SOLO EXHIBITIONS 

 2004- “Real Paintings”, Gallery Moos, Toronto. 

 2005- “Real Paintings”, Gallery Moos, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 

 ART RENTALS 

 Artwork Exhibited In Art Gallery of Ontario Rental and Sales Gallery. 

 LECTURES/SEMINARS/TEACHING 

 2002 Don Valley Society of Artists 1999-2002 Art Starts Community Centre 

 2002-2003 George Brown College 2004 Toronto School of Art 

 COMMISSIONS 

 1993 Six Murals for Artist Frank Stella At the Princess of Wales Theatre, Toronto. Painted over 100 murals in Toronto and beyond. 

1997 Mural for Artist Rebecca Baird, Queen West Health Centre, Toronto. 

 2002 Mural for Artist Rebecca Baird, Greater Toronto Airport Authority, Toronto. 

 PUBLICATIONS 

 Cohen, Joel H. "Larger Than Life." Airbrush Action June 1996: 18-23. 

Hume, Christopher. "None of This is Really Real." The Toronto Star 24 April 1997:C14. 

 Withers, John P. "The Painting On the Wall" Signs of the Times November 1999: 98-99. 

 Airbrush Art + Action, April 2003, pp. 4 - 16, 42, 43.
ARTIST’S STATEMENT

“My work is personally exemplified, much like a visual diary. My images are about transcending time and events or occurrences. A realist is recognised by technique and subject matter. I’m influenced by many artists technically, but try to strive for my own content. 

 “An artist must discover and paint his own ideas from the heart. It’s great to be influenced by talented artists, but it’s even more important for an artist to cultivate their own unique style.”
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