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Ralph Goings
Ralph Goings is one of the original members of the 1960s American Photorealist group. One of the hallmarks of this movement was the skilful reproduction in paint of the everyday; and Goings’s work particularly excels in this. From snapshots of pick-up trucks parked in the high-street, to a coffee on a table in a fast-food eatery, they have all been rendered in discerningly stunning detail. They have been described by the historian Chase as capturing "both the physical reality and spiritual essence of America”- and ultimately their effect is to allow the viewer to reassess their everyday lives by showing the beauty of the mundane. 

BORN: May 9, 1928; Corning, California 

 RESIDES: California 

 EDUCATION: 1965 Sacramento State College; M.F.A.

 1953 California College of Arts and Crafts; B.F.A. 

SOLO EXHIBTIONS 

 2011- “Donut Suite”, OK Harris Works Of Art, New York

 2005- “Great Goings, Vintage Pick-up And Diner Paintings”, Louis K. Meisel Gallery, New York

 2004- “Ralph Goings: Four Decades of Realism”, Butler Institute of American Art, Ohio

 2003- “Ralph Goings: Paintings & Watercolors, Vintage & Current Works”, Bernarducci Meisel Gallery, New York

 1997- “Ralph Goings: Photorealism”, Solomon Dubnick Gallery, California

 1996, 1991 & 1988- O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York, 

 1994- “Ralph Goings, A Retrospective View of Watercolors: 1972-1994”, Jason McCoy Inc., New York

1985, 1983 & 1980- O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York 

 1977, 1973 & 1970- O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York

 1968, 1962 & 1960- Artists Cooperative Gallery, Sacramento

 GROUP EXHIBITIONS FROM 1998: 

 2004- “What Eight Artists Collect”, 80 Washington Square East Galleries, New York University 

 2004- “Photorealism: Painting and Sculpture”, Nassau County Museum of Art, Roslyn Harbor

 2004- “American Photorealism”, Iwate Museum of Art, travelling exhibition in Japan

 2004- O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York

 2004- “Get Real: Photorealist Prints From The James W. Hyams Collection”, University of Richmond Museums, Richmond

 2003- “Everything’s O.K”. at O.K. Harris, Brevard Museum of Art and Science, Florida

 2003- “Hyperrealist Americans”, Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, Strasbourg, France

 2003- “Fifth Annual Realism Invitational”, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco

 2003- “Just Desserts”, Jerald Melberg Gallery, Charlotte 

 2003- “Subject: Object”, O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York 

 2003- “Iperrealisti”, Chiostro del Bramante, Rome, Italy

 2002- “Vintage Photorealists”, Bernarducci Meisel Gallery, New York

 2002- “As Real As It Gets: Super Realism and Photo-Realism from the Tucson Museum of Art and Private Collections”, Tucson Museum of Art, Tucson

 2002- “Fourth Annual Realism Invitational, Jenkins Johnson Gallery”, San Francisco

 2002- “Photorealism: The Liff Collection,” Naples Museum of Art, Naples

 2001- “Subject Matters: An Exhibition of Subject-Driven Art”, Kravets/Wehby Gallery, New York

 2001- “This Is America: American Photorealists”, Aarhus Kunstmuseum, Denmark

 2001- “Contemporary American Realism III”, M.A. Doran Gallery, Tulsa

 2001- “Illusion and Reality: Hyperrealism Paintings in Korea and America”, Samsung Museum of Modern Art, Seoul, Korea

 2001- “Interiors Observed”, Bernarducci Meisel Gallery, New York

 2000-01- “A Century of the American Dream”, Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art, Nagoya; Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Modern Art, Kobe, Japan

 2000- “The Photorealists”, Holmes Gallery, Center for the Arts, Vero Beach

 2000- O.K. Harris Works of Art, New York

 1999-00- “Outward Bound: American Art at the Brink of the Twenty-First Century”, Meridian International Center, Washington, DC; travelling to: Museum of Fine Arts, Hanoi, Vietnam; Museum of Fine Arts, Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam; Painting Institute, Shanghai, China; Working People’s Cultural Palace, Beijing, China; Singapore Museum of Art, Singapore; CIPTA Gallery, Jakarta Arts Center, Jakarta, Indonesia 

 1999- “First Annual Realism Invitational”, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco

 1999- “Still Life Painting Today: An Invitational Exhibition”, Jerald Melberg Gallery, Charlotte

 1998- “Realism Knows No Bounds”, van de Griff Gallery, Santa Fe

 1998 “Get Real: Contemporary American Realism from the Seavest Collection”, Duke University Museum of Art, Durham 

ARTIST’S STATEMENT

”It’s not just the surfaces. I’m fond of the objects, the places and the people I paint. They are the ordinary inhabitants of my world and they’re loaded with visual excitement for me. I’m fascinated by surfaces, obviously. But it’s a combination of a number of things. I am interested in the light and the effect it has on surfaces, and the spaces where these objects exist. Also, the objects themselves, and how their form is defined by their surface and the light...and that ultimately creates the illusion of the three dimensional object even though it is on a flat surface. That whole package of mechanical art is a concern and part of my interest. The surfaces of objects really fascinate me. I think what drew me to the diners in the first place was all the metal and glass, the vinyl and so forth.” 

 -Ralph Goings in an interview 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 "My paintings are about light, about the way things look in their environment and especially about how things look painted. Form, color and space are at the whim of reality, their discovery and organization is the assignment of the realist painter." 

 -Ralph Goings 1978
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